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On August 1, 2008, the Governor signed into law Act No. 141 of August 1, 2008, which requires
“private establishments” engaged in the rendering of services to have at least one automated
defibrillator available for the use of its visitors, clients or employees. The Act defines “private
establishments” according to the capacity of the place for the flow or permanence of persons,
including, but not limited to:

(a) Private schools.

(b) Stadiums and private sports centers with a capacity of more than 500 persons.

(c) Private show and entertainment establishments with a capacity of more than 500 persons.

(d) Private universities and conference, seminar or exhibition halls of a private nature with a
capacity of more than 500 persons.

(e) Industries, factories, shopping malls, hotels, inns and any other private enterprise with the
capacity to shelter, receive or serve more than 250 persons.

The Act further provides that the Health Department, in conjunction with the private establishments,
will be responsible for training at least three (3) individuals in each establishment in how to
administer the defibrillator. The Act requires the Secretary of the Health Department to draft and
adopt a regulation not later than 180 days after the approval of the Act for its enforcement and to
establish penalties in the case of any violation. Despite that the regulation has to be drafted and
adopted by the Health Department, the Act provides that it shall be effective immediately.

If you have any questions regarding the scope, effect or application of the Automated Defibrillator
Act, please contact any of the following attorneys:

Samuel Céspedes Sabater 787-250-2610

Juan Carlos Méndez 787-250-5650

José Nadal Power 787-250-2634

Mario L. Paniagua 787-250-5660

Dora M. Pefiagaricano 787-250-5657
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This memorandum has been prepared for information purposes only. It is not intended as, and does not constitute, either legal advice or
solicitation of any prospective client. An attorney—client relationship with McConnell Valdés LLC cannot be formed by reading or
responding to this memorandum. Such a relationship may be formed only by express agreement with McConnell Valdés LLC.



